
Alan Henning/R10/USEPA/US 

06/22/2010 10:26 AM

To Scott Downey, Chad Schulze, habert.erin

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Agent Orange and TCDD poisoning in Western Oregon 
Forests

Hi guys.

Below is an e-mail I received from Amy Merwin after Amy and I talked on Monday, 6/22/10.  It would be 
good if we could get together after everyone is back in the office.  The week of June 28th is fairly open for 
me.  Let me know what works for you all.

Alan

Alan Henning, R.S.
Environmental Protection Specialist
Ecosystem and Community Health Unit,
Office of Ecosystems, Tribal and Public Affairs, EPA Region 10
165 East 7th Avenue, Suite 100
Eugene, Oregon   97401
541-687-7360 
Henning.Alan@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by Alan Henning/R10/USEPA/US on 06/22/2010 10:19 AM -----

From: Amy Pincus Merwin <amy@informproductions.com>
To: Alan Henning/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: John Sundquist , Lisa Arkin <larkin@oregontoxics.org>, 

, Chad Schulze/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, <habert.erin@epa.gov>, Maya 
Gee >, Kevin Parks , Jan Wronci 

, Peter Sorenson >, Carol VanStrom 
cvs 

Date: 06/21/2010 11:39 AM
Subject: Agent Orange and TCDD poisoning in Western Oregon Forests

Alan Henning, EPA Eugene
541.687.7360

Alan,

Thanks for your time and attention today and for attending the informational meeting re: pesticide spray drift held in Deadwood 
last Thursday, 6/17/2010. Enclosed or attached are the following:

My letter to Scott Downy 

Link to Carol VonStrum Study re: TCDD Dioxin 

Link to Theo Colborne’s work re: endocrine disruption 

How TDCC effects the mitochandria 

Please contact me ASAP with:
1. contact information for the correct person for me to speak to at the ATSDR; 
2. the process to test for Agent Orange and TCDD Dioxin in, for example as a starting point, Deadwood, Waldport, Five 

Rivers and Alsea soils, water humans and species i.e. Deer and Coho or Chinook salmon; 
3. the process to get our soils and water remediated and compensation to the people whose life and health has been 

affected.

Thank you,
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Amy
Amy Pincus Merwin
InForm Media and Property
2220 Sandy Drive
Eugene, OR 97401
cp 541-521-5062
fx 541-345-4855
amy@informproductions.com

RE: Endocrine disruption: 
Theo Colborne Link (one of many): http://www.ourstolenfuture.org/

RE: TCDD Dioxin, Agent Orange use in Western Oregon
Carol VonStrum (author, A Bitter Fog ) dioxin study link:  http://gaiavisions.org/dioXherB/nOmarG-iN/
NoMarginOfSafety.pdf <http://gaiavisions.org/dioXherB/nOmarG-iN/NoMarginOfSafety.pdf   

 
-----Original Message-----
From: michael lerner  
Sent: Sunday, December 23, 2007 8:51 AM
To: Che Cancer
Subject: [checancer] Dioxin Attacks The Mitochondria To Cause Cancer

This looks important.  Comments welcome.
Happy holidays,
Michael

Agent Orange Chemical, Dioxin, Attacks The Mitochondria To Cause Cancer, Study Shows

ScienceDaily (Dec. 21, 2007) ˜ Researchers with he University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine have demonstrated the process by 
which the cancer-causing chemical dioxin attacks the cellular machinery, disrupts normal cellular function and ultimately promotes tumor progression.

The team identified for the first time that mitochondria, the cellular sub-units that convert oxygen and nutrients into cellular fuel, are the target of 
tetrachlorodibenzodioxin, or TCDD. The study showed hat TCDD induces mitochondria-to-nucleus stress signaling, which in turn induces
the expression of cell nucleus genes associated with tumor promotion and metastasis.

The mechanism the research team has described is directly relevant to understanding incidences of breast and other cancers in human populations  
exposed to these chemicals. With a better understanding of this underlying cellular mechanism, researchers hope to improve their understanding of
tumor growth and promotion.

"Now that we have iden ified this signaling mechanism we can look at ways to disrupt this complex chain of events," said Narayah Avadhani, chair of 
the Department of Animal Biology at Penn's School of Veterinary Medicine and the study's lead inves igator. "Our ultimate goal is to block the 
propagation of this mitochondrial stress signaling and inhibit the expression of the proteins that combine to assist cancer growth ."

A well-characterized mechanism of TCDD action occurs hrough activation of arylhydrocarbon receptors, AhR, by directly binding to the protein
subunits. Activated AhR mediates the transcriptional activation of many genes including those involved in fatty acid metabolism, cell cycle regulation 
and immune response. The present study, however, shows that TCDD starts the chain of events that promote tumor progression in vivo by directly
targeting mitochondrial transcription and induction of mitochondrial stress signaling.

A unique feature of this TCDD-induced signaling is that it does not involve the action of AhR but occurs through increased calcium levels in cells and
activation of calcium responsive factors. A net result of signaling cascade is slowing down of cellular apoptosis, increased cell proliferation and tumor 
cell metastasis. Taken together, this study describes a novel mechanism of TCDD-induced tumor progression and emergence of metastatic cancer 
cells.

TCDD is the most toxic compound in the dioxin family. Formed as a by-product during waste incineration, paper, chemical and pesticide 
manufacturing, it was the toxic ingredient in Agent Orange and closed the Love Canal in Niagara Falls. The public health impact of dioxin, according to 
the Environmental Protection Agency, compares to that of the pes icide DDT.

The study appears online and in the Dec. 17 issue of the Proceedings of he National Academy of Sciences and was performed by Avadhani, Gopa 
Biswas, Satish Srinivasan and Hindupur Anandatheerthavarada of the Penn School of Veterinary Medicine.

The research was supported by a grant from the National Cancer Institute and the National Institutes of Health.

Adapted from materials provided by University of Pennsylvania.

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/12/071217171406.htm

 --
 CSN - Chemical Sensitivity Network

 Silvia K. Müller
 Mühlwiesenstr. 2
 55743 Kirschweiler
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 Tel: 06784-9839913
 
 Fax: 06784-9839919

  www.csn-deutschland.de <http://www.csn-deutschland.de 

 www.csn-deutschland.de/blog/ <http://www.csn-deutschland.de/blog/    Scott Downy region 10 EPA ltr    Scott Downy region 10 EPA ltr  
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